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but for sheer want of ability.    Even that is no small use.    I there-
fore wish your meeting every success.1

Tours sincerely,

S. A. BRELVI, ESQ.
"BOMBAY CHRONICLE"
BOMBAY

From a photostat: S.N. 8567; also G.W. 5142

207,   LETTER TO D. R. MAJLI
POST AKDHERI,
March 23, 1924
MY  DEAR  MAJLI,
Early in the morning my first thought went out to you, and
I asked myself how I could help you to be yourself again. Belgaum
is to have the honour of holding the next Congress Session.2
I know you want to take your part in the preparations. I know
also that you are one of the best of workers. All that you need do
is to become perfectly calm and get rid of excitement. I fear that
you have been thinking too much, in the jail, of our country's
troubles; but it would not do for us merely to be thinking of the
troubles. What are we? We should leave all the cares to God.
Ours is to do our level best in lightening the burdens of India.
Have you ever read Tulsidas's Ramqyana? If you do not know
Hindi fairly well, probably you have not read it. The great saint
wrote his Ramayana, in my opinion, to glorify Rama's name. For
me it has been a talisman. My nurse, whom I used to love as
my mother, and in whose company much more of my time was
passed in childhood than in my mother's, used to tell me that if
I thought of evil spirits at night and dreaded them, I could
ward them off by repeating the name of Rama. Having faith in
the nurse, I followed her prescription, and whenever at night vague
fears seized hold of me, I used to recite the sacred name, and it
answered the purpose.3 As I grew old, the faith weakened. My
mentor, the nurse, was dead. I ceased to take the name of Rama,
1  This paragraph constitutes the message which was read at a meeting
of the Journalists9 Association at the Voice of India Office, Bombay, on March
25; K. Natarajan, editor of The Indian Social Reformer; presided.
2 This was held in December 1924 under Gandhiji's presidentship.
3  Vide An Autobiography, Pt. I, Gh. X.